Looking backwards: a birthday card for the double helix.
This 'birthday' paper outlines very briefly the history of the discovery of the DNA double helix, the way it was received and how it was confirmed. The paper also discusses why, at that time, we foresaw so little of the rapid progress produced by the techniques of recombinant DNA. The key feature of the nucleic acids--discovered by Jim Watson--is their ability to form specific base pairs.